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DRAFTED BY: EUR/IB :MLDURKEE: SB 
APPROVED BY: EUR/AAHARTMAN 
S/AM:MR. PEZZULLO 
C:MR. SONNENFELDT 
S/S:WHLUERS 

093745 

OR 172324ZMAR75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MADRID IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY LISBON 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 059871 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SP 

SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON ARIAS 

REF: MADRID 1785 

1. PRINCIPAL SUBJECTS ON WHICH WE WOULD BE INTERESTED 
IN COMMENTS BY ARIAS ARE BASE NEGOTIATIONS AND 
PORTUGAL. YOU HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED REPORTING CABLE 
ON FOURTH ROUND OF NEGOTIATIONS AND WE ARE REPEATING 
TO YOU LATEST INR ASSESSMENT ON PORTUGAL. 

2. ON BASE NEGOTIATIONS, WE WOULD PREFER THAT ARIAS TAKE 
THE LEAD IN RAISING THE SUBJECT, SEEKING IF POSSIBLE 

TO DRAW HIM OUT ON SPANISH ASPIRATIONS REGARDING 
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3. ON PORTUGAL, YOU SHOULD INDICATE THAT WE ARE 
GREATLY CONCERNED ABOUT COURSE OF EVENTS; 

BASED ON REALIZATION THAT MODERATES HAVE BEEN GREATLY WEAKENED 
BY IRRATIONAL ACTION OF RIGHTIST PLOTTERS. 

OF PARTICULAR INTEREST IN 

THIS REGARD WOULD BE ARIAS' COMMENTS ON SPANISH PER- 
CEPTION OF AND POLICY TOWARD PORTUGAL FOLLOWING COUP 
ATTEMPT. ROBINSON 
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